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Established over 70 years ago, Glad-A-Way Gardens began as a small 2 acre gladiolus farm 
selling flowers from a roadside stand in Northern California.  The farm was owned by John 
Canine, with his sons Neil & Jean. The boys got their start in the family business in the 1930's 
planting gladiolus bulbs for $.10 an hour. In the early days, customers referred to buying the 
fresh cut flowers as traveling "a ways" to get some glads, and so the name "Glad-A-Way" was 
born.  As business grew in the late 1940's, Glad-A-Way began selling at the San Francisco 
Flower Mart, and then started the shipping operation in the early 1950's.  Today, Glad-A-Way 
ships to wholesalers from coast to coast.  Neil took over the helm of Glad-A-Way in the 
1960's, and growing premium quality gladiolus was his top priority and passion.  Although 
Neil retired in 2004, Glad-A-Way remains committed to the standards of excellence that he 
established during his 50+ years in the business. 



 

The warm sunny climate yields ribbons of color in the bulblet fields of our California coastal 

growing grounds. 

    

In 1996, Glad-A-Way moved 
the bulb production from 
Northern California to the 
Central Coast, and began 
growing glads at the new 
location in 1998.  We now 
farm over 350 acres in the 
rolling hills of Santa Maria, 
California near the Pacific 
Ocean.  The bright clear 
sunlight enables Glad-A-Way 
to harvest outstanding 
varieties of Gladiolus 
throughout the long California 
glad season.  Gladiolus are 

harvested April through December, with limited colors and quantities January through 
March. 
  

   

    

 

Sales Staff Sharon, Bonny, Jessica and Lori 



At Glad-A-Way, we continue to seek new 
varieties from the world's foremost 
breeders, coupled with our own 
hybridization program.  This allows us to 
provide the award winning and 
traditional colors of the Prima Classe and 
Legacy brands.  Everything is grown on 
site at Glad-A-Way, from the bulbs to the 
cut flowers; we are proudly "Grown in 
the USA". 

  

  

  

 

Please visit our website at www.gladaway.net 

or email us sharon@gladaway.net 

 

Grading Gladiolus  

http://www.gladaway.net/
mailto:sharon@gladaway.net


or just give us a call at 

Glad-A-Way Gardens 

800-874-6770 

Sharon San Juan 
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Transportation  Corner 
By Chris Johnson - Director of Transportation, NORCAL   
  

 In FedEx News, we want to inform members that the Saturday Delivery 
Surcharges for April 23 (Easter weekend) have been 100% waived.  In other 
words, there will not be a Saturday DELIVERY Surcharge for NORCAL members 
shipping on FedEx April 23rd.  Also, for members wanting a Saturday PICK-UP 
on April 23, we have arranged for a 50% surcharge waiver as well.   Please 
contact me with any questions.  Thanks. 

 In other FedEx news, we have secured brand new "2 Day AM" rates from 
FedEx.  This new service slots in between Standard Overnight and 2 Day.   Our 
new heavily discounted member rate is  50% which is excellent for this new 
service.  Look for more details about our new FedEx  2Day AM rates this week.  

 In OnTrac News, we have negotiated with OnTrac to have the Saturday 
Delivery Surcharge waived (100%) for both April 16 and 23. 

 In Trucking news, as a reminder, we have sent out Mother's Day Schedules for 
Armellini, Florida Beauty and Prime Floral.   If you missed your copy or need 

another, please email me and I will be happy to send all three schedules.    
 Also, as an ongoing weekly reminder, members are required to keep your 

account in good standing if you want to participate in our discounted rate 
program.  Members who fall behind or are  "cash listed" by FedEx, for any 
reason, are subject to being removed from our account.   Our discounted 
rates are contingent upon our account, as a whole, staying in good standing 
with FedEx regarding receivables. We all need to do our part  in 
maintaining  good individual account maintenance.  Please note that  FedEx 
does offer a variety of tools designed to help customers  manage 



receivables.  If you have questions regarding our FedEx program, and or its 
policies, please contact me for more details. Thanks.  

 For more information or if you need any assistance, please feel free to 
contact me anytime at:  

  
Chris Johnson 

Director of Transportation - NORCAL 
760-533-5580 - phone 

760-692-9914 - fax  
 chris@cafgs.org 
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Fun 'N Sun Weekend® Convention News!  
®  
  
  
  

This Just In ! 
  
* With Fun N Sun Weekend® just around the corner,  those members wanting Flower 
Fair Booth information at Fun N Sun will have it soon.   Starting this week, the Booth 
assignment process will begin.  Prices will be unchanged from our last convention at 
$950 for a single and $1600 for a double booth.   Triple Booths will only be issued, 
space permitting.   Look for a lot more information on the Fun N Sun Flower Fair and 
Booth Assignments coming soon.  If you have any questions, please contact Chris 
Johnson at chris@cafgs.org.  Thanks. 
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Fun 'N Sun Weekend®  
California Floral Convention 

July 20-23 
Carlsbad, CA 

  
  
  

  

Dear Floral Industry Representatives, 

  

On behalf of NORCAL,  California Association of Flower Growers  & Shippers, I 

would like to invite you to attend our bi -annual Fun 'N Sun Weekend®, "California 

Floral Convention", at the La Costa Resort & Spa in Carlsbad, California.   

  

Come and celebrate "70 Years of California Growth" with us.   As the premier floral 

convention in California, Fun 'N Sun Weekend® provides a unique opportunity to 

gain new insights and develop and re -establish lasting relationships.  

  

We are currently running a buy 3 get 1 free room special: 

Purchase 3 room nights at La Costa for the dates of July 20 -23, and your 4th 

night  will be  FREE, compliments of NORCAL.    

  

 Reservations need to be made no later than May 15th and you must be a 

registered Fun 'N Sun attendee to receive your free room night.  

  

This year we have an exciting venue with  educational seminars, innovative speakers, 

Grower Tour, A Gatsby Wedding Program put on by California State Floral 

Association and a golf tournament at Morgan Run Club & Resort.    

  

The popular Flower Fair will start with a Pre -Show cocktail reception on Thursday 

evening, and will re -open again Friday from  9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.   

  

Start making your plans today to attend this special event. California flowers offer 

unparalleled freshness, quality and variety.   Help support the industry 

by strengthening your  customer relationships and the economy.  The Fun 'N Sun 

Weekend®, California Floral Convention only happens every other year, so do not let it 

pass you by!  

  

I look forward to se eing you in Carlsbad!  

  



Sincerely, 
   

Mike Franzoia 

  

Mike Franzoia  

NORCAL/CAFGS President  

Convention Chair 2011 

  
  
  

  
   

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Convention Room Rate Special: 

$199.00 per night  

  
  

Buy 3 room nights at La Costa and receive your 4th  night FREE, compliments of 

NORCAL. 
Make sure to ask for the Fun 'N Sun Weekend® rate !  

  

All reservations must be made no later than May 15th and you must be a registered 
attendee at the Fun 'N Sun Convention in order to receive your free room night.  

  

  

Click here  for the latest Fun N Sun Weekend® promotion ad  

  
Click here  for the La Costa Room Reservation form.  

  

  
La Costa Resort & Spa 
2100 Costa Del Mar Road 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 
Reservation Line:  (800) 854-5000 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sckwpoeab&et=1105078188249&s=0&e=001bxPllKJm9l0JjaaHI8RgYU0iP6WVnEy1FbRCDxlmO-kCgqV73GXjTPffCD0RgnHniVnLulwe4AJA3gFCBhwpFJAuAAuGLU-qkvb3OBIQr0uXxUUt0Jw2ef7xJN0v3mibxPCyXVlBPrONZHNohoFZkGpE4_M12q2VBofnHrYOitT0EtEhn68X0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sckwpoeab&et=1105078188249&s=0&e=001bxPllKJm9l0JjaaHI8RgYU0iP6WVnEy1FbRCDxlmO-kCgqV73GXjTPffCD0RgnHniVnLulwe4AJA3gFCBhwpFJAuAAuGLU-qkvb3OBIQr0sxL7EnALWCQAhN3MKRcSENpku3JMNxSqqdBxIgn8CvYQ==


Reservation Fax:  (760) 931-7569 
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California Crop Update - Flower Specials from NORCAL 
Members 
  
  
This new section of the NORCAL News is dedicated to our members. Our idea here is to 
provide a venue that will feature floral specials and other crop or supply information from 
our membership.   Members just have to let us know they have an item to list, and we will 
then post them in this Norcal News section.   Please contact Chris Johnson at 
chris@cafgs.org 
  

  

 
* Bumper Crop of Green Center Sunflower from Dos Gringos in March and April. (photo 
above) 
  

mailto:chris@cafgs.org


 
* French Tulips are in peak season during March and early April. Packed 4, 8 and 15 bunch 
boxes" from Sun Valley . 
  

 
* March is Heather season.  Heather is one of the longest lasting fillers you can use in a 
bouquet.   Looking for beautiful Heather to fill your customers needs, call Coastal Nursery . 
  


