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This Week's Featured NORCAL Member: 
  
  

 
  
  



Coastal Nursery dba Monterey Bay Heather 
  
Coastal Nursery, a wholesale plant Nursery, was formed in 1984 by Jess and Donna 
Rodrigues subsequent to the purchase of the 12-acre Bonora Nursery established in 
1946 in Aptos, California. 
  
Since 1984 Coastal has expanded its operations into Watsonville, California by 
purchasing and leasing various growing facilities along the coastal corridor of the 
Monterey Bay. 
  
During the course of operations, Coastal also formed Monterey Bay Heather as a DBA 
to market and sell its many varieties of heather, becoming the largest heather grower 
in the United States for both cut and potted heather. Coastal is the only grower in the 
U.S. offering Italian Heather and the only remaining grower offering cut heather. We 
offer our cut heather from September through March offering various colors throughout 
the different months. 
   

Coastal Nursery currently farms 200 acres (6 
ranches) and specializes in growing various 
varieties of heather in multiple colors and pot 
sizes. In addition, other popular products such as 
potted topiary Rosemary and Cypress trees are 
offered as tabletop decorations with a packaged 
decorative theme as gift items to our vendor's retail 
buyers. Our pre-decorated plant products are 
creative and offered to our Vendors at realistic 
prices allowing Coastal to reach a national market 
for its crops. 
  
Coastal 
Nursery 

has developed an excellent relationship with 
its buyers over the years.  We are very 
proud that our buyers can depend on our 
word and our communication. Our 
customers often thank us for our excellent 
customer service. 
  
Our Team:  In 2004, Jess Rodrigues passed 
away. Currently, the Nursery is owned and 
operated by Donna Rodrigues. Daily 
operations are supervised by the General 
Manager, Richard Rohme, Donna's son. 
Coastal Nursery has a dedicated, wonderful, 
competent staff. Several have histories of 8-
35 years. Our grower, Maurillo Carrillo has 

 

Carmen, Cecilia and Elvia  



been in the business since 1975. Our warehouse managers and core crew, the Conda 
family, have been here since 1986. Carmen Garcia, Office Manager, has 
been responsible for direct sales and distribution since 1997 and possesses excellent 
people and marketing skills. Cecilia Giron, in Accounting, has been here 9 years, and 
Elvia Cortez, Sales Coordinator, has been with us for 4 years. We have supervisors, 
drivers, irrigators and field personnel who have been loyal and honest employees for 
10 years or more. 
  
  
Sales Contacts are: Carmen Garcia at carmen@coastalnursery.com or Elvia Cortez at 
service@coastalnursery.com . You may also contact us at 888-722-6680 or fax us at 
831-722-9947. Visit our website at www.coastalnursery.com  
  

  

  

    

Transportation  Corner 
By Chris Johnson - Director of Transportation, NORCAL   
  

 With the price of fuel rapidly fluctuating these days, I will be issuing the Fuel 
Surcharge Summary twice  monthly now to help keep members more up to 
date with Fuel Surcharges when it comes to  the carriers within our industry.  I 
will be sending  the next  Fuel Surcharge Summary tomorrow, March 15th.   
Look for the April Fuel Surcharge Summary April 1st.    

 In OnTrac news, we want to remind members that we have a SAG (Special 
Accounts Group) representative available to our membership.   Stacy Barbre is 
a special agent that can help with a wide variety of issues, everything from 
tracking and tracing to help with waybill preparation.   She is a valuable asset 
to our account so members should keep her contact information handy.   You 

can reach Stacy at 800-334-5000 x 4579. 
 Also, we want to remind our  FedEx shippers that members are required to 

keep your account in good standing if you want to participate in our 
discounted rate program.   Members who fall behind or are "cash listed" by 
FedEx, for any reason, are subject to being removed from our account.   Our 
discounted rates are contingent upon our account, as a whole, staying in good 
standing with FedEx regarding receivables. We all need to do our part  in 
maintaining  good individual account maintenance.  Please note that  FedEx 
does offer a variety of tools designed to help customers  manage 
receivables.  If you have questions regarding our FedEx program, and or its 
policies, please contact me for more details. T hanks. 

 For more information or if you need any assistance, please feel free to 
contact me anytime at:  

  
Chris Johnson 

mailto:carmen@coastalnursery.com
mailto:service@coastalnursery.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sckwpoeab&et=1104795995828&s=0&e=001AVIPrXu-h65BztLFKUXp3eyWrPAXa-LaIgw0ly9TBZKqfyEY7-VqOphletjh2NLOrwybdcTTI4n6DeH6jzBKNt2eD2k-em19ZcW7eMnV7gI=


Director of Transportation - NORCAL 
760-533-5580 - phone 

760-692-9914 - fax  
 chris@cafgs.org 

  

  

    

Fun 'N Sun Weekend® Convention News!  
  
  

  
  

  

Fun 'N Sun Weekend®  
California Floral Convention 

July 20-23 
Carlsbad, CA 

  

Join us at the beautiful La Costa Resort & Spa in Carlsbad, California for an 
opportunity to meet your California Flower Growers & Shippers, network and see all 
of the hot new items that can only be found in California.   As the premier floral 
convention in California, this year you will have a fantastic opportunity to gain new 
insights and develop and re-establish lasting relationships.  
  
Some of this year's convention highlights are:  

 The largest All California Floral Display and Floral Exhibits available in one 
location.  

 Wednesday Golf Tournament at the luxurious Morgan Run Resort & Club in 

Rancho Santa Fe, CA 
 Grower Tour  
 California State Floral Association Presents: "A Gatsby Wedding" - Flowers 

Inspired By The Era That Gave Us Moderne. 
 Thursday Night Flower Fair Pre -Show & Coctail Party  
 Back by popular demand: " Fun 'N Sun Sports Zone Party" 
 Meet your vendors at the California Flower Fair  
 Industry Educational Sessions 
 Come take advantage of the many networking opportunities with your 

wholesale peers that will help you navigate today's markets.  
   

mailto:chris@cafgs.org


Convention Room Rate Special: 

$199.00 per night  
Buy 3 room nights at La Costa and receive your 4 th  night FREE, compliments of 

NORCAL. 
  
Click here  for the lastest Fun N Sun Weekend® promotion ad  
  
Click here  for the La Costa Room Reservation form.  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

    

California Crop Update - Flower Specials from NORCAL 
Members 
  
  
This new section of the NORCAL News is dedicated to our members. Our idea here is to 
provide a venue that will feature floral specials and other crop or supply information from 
our membership.   Members just have to let us know if they any of these types of updates, 
and we will then post them in this Norcal  News section. 
  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sckwpoeab&et=1104795995828&s=0&e=001AVIPrXu-h65BztLFKUXp3eyWrPAXa-LaIgw0ly9TBZKqfyEY7-VqOphletjh2NLOrwybdcTTI4kBQoydBQW_1kCAbwzlgLcq2BrVZvacqzn111pLJ02xV-zpSXtA04q7WNK30kZhAFFAl7WWTEnGtpzqhkpVFVWtsTB9YqVTTe_2gnkbLNedTA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sckwpoeab&et=1104795995828&s=0&e=001AVIPrXu-h65BztLFKUXp3eyWrPAXa-LaIgw0ly9TBZKqfyEY7-VqOphletjh2NLOrwybdcTTI4kBQoydBQW_1kCAbwzlgLcq2BrVZvacqzlBW-soig3N3he2TjpKE6QT3pvpgmiFSdgnm8Sfn8FrAw==


 
* Bumper Crop of Green Center Sunflower from Dos Gringos in March and April. (photo 
above) 

 
* French Tulips are in peak season during March and early April. Packed 4, 8 and 15 bunch 
boxes" from Sun Valley . 
  


