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NORCAL Featured Member of the Week 
    

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=sckwpoeab&v=001gKIdF6_QMym34CUWB7NsxJocABpi8e6poq4IIB1OXjJfzEtEOsTHU8VJT_Dwm8u69wwDiwjQj61IoJSn2_gBDZTsUfKZNcJHn4SSVlrCCwGUMgOgvGG7rgajiVQDq3CGcaXGTi4VIjIEr4JpphzeAwrPI4Ja-W4i0-R-BVbx2ssTHpMUL0pexxVKtLXitUreV016kvkGBphlMILMW6cErv9IXEdg2qz9ojBn8O9SXm9lbrqweox2hAcauZMtdTfZ7E3rw9UFuovpNfWoxXztvunPo1xclQTHKvoR9AjJjFW3A6FDDBtZMG1l0-4Tzvmw&id=preview


  

  

Hilltop Flowers Inc. is a family owned flower farm that is a grower and 

shipper of fresh cut flowers since 1974.  Owners John & Vera Welty began 

growing gypsophlia between rows of their  avocados trees on their ranch in 
Carpinteria, California. They found a market for preserved gypsophia and 

statice which they produced for 20 years. Eventually misty blue, and 

sunflowers were added to the inventory of flowers they grew on a year 

round basi s.    
  
  
For over the last 10 years, 
Hilltop Flowers has farmed 

in multiple growing 

grounds in Carpinteria and 

in Ventura, California. 
While their focus has been 

field grown flowers, the 

addition of hoop and 

shade houses has allowed 
them to have more 

diversity in the flowers 

they grow.  

  
Most recently, Hilltop has 

moved their entire 

growing operatio n to the 

Carpinteria Valley. 

Plantings are in 5 different growing locations which include plastic, soft 
hoop and shade houses. This new transition will allow for more variety and 

flexibility for crop rotation and increased production. The crops grown in 

 

Hilltop Flowers sales staff Margaret McCoy and Carolyn 

Nielsen 



th ese various locations include Lisianthus, Snapdragons, Belladonna, Bells 

of Ireland, Dahlias, Hybrid Delphinium, Larkspur, Maine blue, Mini 
Carnations, Green Mist, Bupleurum, Ranunculus, Statice, Sunflowers, 

Veronica , Gypsy, and other seasonal flowers.  
  
  
Hilltop prides 

themselves with their 

high quality of fresh 

cut flowers and for 

their extraordinary 
customer service. 

Long standing 

customers value 

these attributes 
which is reflected by 

their loyalty. Their 

packing facility is 

equipped with a pre -
cooler to assist in 

maintaining a strict 

cold chain.  

  

Contact their sales team:   Margaret McC oy, Carolyn Nielsen or  Karen 
Graf  to place your orders and to hear about what's new at Hilltop Flowers.  
  

  

Hilltop Flowers Inc  
Office: 805 -684 -3541  

Fax: 805 -684 -7397  
  

    

 

One of the growing fields overlooking the Pacific Ocean. 

 

  Divider 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

  
Introduction 
Block 

 
 

 

Transportation  Corner 



By Chris Johnson - Director of Transportation, NORCAL   
  

 In FedEx News, we want to inform members that the Saturday Delivery 
Surcharges for April 23 (Easter weekend) have been 100% waived.  In other 
words, there will not be a Saturday DELIVERY Surcharge for NORCAL members 
shipping on FedEx April 23rd.  Also, for members wanting a Saturday PICK-UP 
on April 23, we have arranged for a 50% surcharge waiver as well.   Please 
contact me with any questions.  Thanks.  

 In other FedEx news, since more members are shipping FedEx Ground these 
days, and since there are some significant differences in FedEx Ground vs. 
FedEx Express, I will be sending out a handy summary sheet highlighting the 
key features and basic information on our FedEx Ground program.   Our 
Ground discounts are up to 34% off, and offer members  some excellent 
shipping solutions.  Keep an eye out for  the FedEx Ground Summary 
information coming soon.    

 In OnTrac News, we have negotiated with OnTrac to have the Saturday 
Delivery Surcharge waived (100%) for both April 16 and 23.  

 Today we sent out the mid -month Fuel Surcharge Summary 
which highlights the current fuel surcharges from transportation companies 
servicing our industry.   If you didn't get your copy,  let me know and I 
will  email another.    

 Also, as an ongoing weekly reminder, members are required to keep your 
account in good standing if you want to participate in our discounted rate 
program.  Members who fall behind or are "cash listed" by FedEx, for any 
reason, are subject to being removed from our account.   Our discounted 
rates are contingent upon our account, as a whole, staying in good standing 
with FedEx regarding receivables. We all need to do our part  in 
maintaining  good individual account maintenance.  Please note that  FedEx 
does offer a variety of tools designed to h elp customers manage 
receivables.  If you have questions regarding our FedEx program, and or its 
policies, please contact me for more details. Thanks.  

 For more information or if you need any assistance, please feel free to 
contact me anytime at:  

  

Chris Johnson 
Director of Transportation - NORCAL 

760-533-5580 - phone 
760-692-9914 - fax  
 chris@cafgs.org 
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REGISTER NOW 
Fun 'N Sun Weekend®, "California Floral Convention"  

July 20 -23  
Carlsbad, CA 

  
Come and celebrate "70 Years of California Growth" with us.  As the premier floral 

convention in California, Fun 'N Sun Weekend® provides a unique opportunity to gain new 

insights and develop and re-establish lasting relationships. 
  
This year we have an exciting venue with three educational seminars, grower tour, "A Gatsby 

Wedding", Program put on by California State Floral Association and a golf tournament at 

Morgan Run Club & Resort.   
  
The popular Flower Fair will start with a Pre-Show cocktail reception on Thursday evening.   
FedEx would like to invite all NORCAL conference attendees and their families to come see an 

authentic Joe Gibbs Racing#11 FedEx Toyota Camry!  A photographer will be onsite to 

provide keepsake photographs. Joe Gibbs Racing Team employees will be on site to answer fan 

questions about Joe Gibbs Racing, the #11 car and the details of FedEx's Sprint Cup team such 

as specifications, car history and more! Authentic FedEx Racing Merchandise will be available 

for purchase and members of your excellent FedEx Sales team will be on site to hand out gifts 

and prizes to lucky attendees.  The Flower Fair will re-open again Friday from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m.   

  
Start making your plans today to attend this special event. California flowers offer 

unparalleled freshness, quality and variety.  Help support the industry by strengthening 

your customer relationships and the economy.  The Fun 'N Sun Weekend®, California Floral 

Convention only happens every other year, so do not let it pass you by!  
  
If you would like a registration packet mailed,  or a registration form faxed or 

emailed to you please contact our office at (831) 479 -4912.   Registration 
packets will be mailed out the week of April 25th.  

  
    

Click Here to view the Color Brochure 
  

http://library.constantcontact.com/doc209/1104292816978/doc/11cEi1mk67alf6sj.pdf


  
  

We are currently running a buy 3 get 1 free room special: 
Purchase 3 room nights at La Costa for the dates of July 20-23, and your 4th 

night  will be  FREE, compliments of NORCAL.   

   

 Reservations need to be made no later than May 15th and you must be a registered Fun 

'N Sun Weekend® attendee to receive your free room night.  

Convention Room Rate Special: 

$199.00 per night   

  
Click here to download the La Costa Resort & Spa Room Reservation Form. 
  

  
La Costa Resort & Spa 
2100 Costa Del Mar Road 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 
Reservation Line:  (800) 854-5000 
Reservation Fax:  (760) 931-7569 
  

http://www.cafgs.org/Documents/HotelRegistrationForm.pdf
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Booth Registration is Underway  
for  

Fun 'N Sun Weekend®,  
"California Floral Convention"  

July 20 -23  
Carlsbad, CA 

  

It is that time of the year again to register your company to be part of the Flower Fair 

at the Fun 'N Sun Weekend® / California Floral Convention.   You will definitely not 

want to miss this Convention, which will include top notch educational seminars, and 

a golf tournament at Morgan Run Resort and Club.  

  

This year the Convention will feature a Flower Fair Pre -Show Cocktail Hour on 

Thursday evening, July 21st from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  This will give your company 

more exposure & time to network and interact with new and existing customers.   

Please note: booths cannot be manned.  This is a No-Host Flower Exhibit event.  After the 

Pre-Show, be ready to enjoy an evening of food and entertainment at the Fun 'N Sun 

Weekend® Sports Zone Party.  The Flower Fair will re -open again, Friday, July 22nd 

from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.   
  

Members can reserve an 8' X 10' or 8' X 20' booth space this year.  Triple booths will be 

offered only if we have extra space to fill once all members have had an opportunity 

to purchase a booth.  This year booth fees will be $950 for a single and $1,600 for a 

double.  A refundable deposit of $200 is required to reserve your booth space.  

  



Attached to  this letter is the order of precedence, procedures for the booth selection 

and the booth request form.  Booths will be assigned after all members have the 

opportunity to request a booth.  We want to assign booths quickly in order to give 

members enough time to market their booth space.  

   

The Association is also proud to announce that a donation program for flowers that 

will be used in the displays at the Flower Fair and throughout the convention will be 

going to Pedals for Patriots.  Do not miss out on this exciting event.  Promote your 

company by exhibiting at the Fun N Sun Weekend®/ California Floral Convention 

Flower Fair.  
  

To register for a booth or for more information please contact Chris 
Johnson at (760) 533 -5580  or by email at chris@cafgs.org 
  

  
 

  Divider 

 
  

 
 
 
  

  
Introduction 
Block 

 
  

California Crop Update - Flower Specials from NORCAL 
Members 
  
  
This new section of the NORCAL News is dedicated to our members. Our idea here is to 
provide a venue that will feature floral specials and other crop or supply information from 
our membership.   Members just have to let us know they have an item to list, and we will 
then post them in this NORCAL News section.  Please contact Chris Johnson at 
chris@cafgs.org 
  

  

mailto:chris@cafgs.org
mailto:chris@cafgs.org


 
* Bumper Crop of Green Center Sunflower from Dos Gringos in March and April. (photo 
above) 
  

 
* French Tulips are in peak season during March and early April. Packed 4, 8 and 15 bunch 
boxes" from Sun Valley . 
  


