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NORCAL Featured Member of the Week  

 

 
Creekside Farms was established in 1988 and is located in the Southern end of the Salinas 
Valley. Carol & Larry Umbarger started growing flowers o n Jolon Road in King City and later 
moved to their current location on Oak Avenue in Greenfield.  
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In 1999, they purchased 20 acres on Oak Avenue in Greenfield. In 2002, they started 
building a warehouse facility of 12,000 sq feet and it was completed in 2004. With the new 
facility, Creekside Farms is capable of producing thousands of wreaths for many of the top 
catalogs in the nation. The majority of their wreaths are shipped overnight or 2nd day air 

by UPS or FedEx. 
The business is seasonal, with the peak 
being the Christmas Holidays. Valentine's 
Day, Easter, Mother's Day and Thanksgiving 
are also major holidays for gift giving and 
decorating.  
On the Oak Avenue acreage, they grow 
mainly lavender, herbs, and flowers, 
which are all used to produce their 
wreaths. They also use holiday greens that 
are trucked in during their peak season. 
They mix these greens with eucalyptus, 
magnolia, and olive, which are referred to 
as California Greens and are purchased 
locally in Monterey County. Lavender is 
one of their main crops and is planted 
from transplants. Creekside Farms planted 
11,000 lavender transplants this spring 
between the Oak Avenue and the Jolon 
Road locations. No pesticides or herbicides 
are used and the fields are hand weeded 



and cultivated with tractors. Irrigation is by drip lines buried in the beds and is extremely 
efficient.  
Creekside Farms' customer base has grown 
nationally from a strictly local beginning. 
Buyers of their wreaths and flowers include 
Williams-Sonoma, who they have worked 
with for the past 16 years, Restoration 
Hardware, Pottery Barn, Front Gate, Sur La 
Table, Orvis and ProFlowers. Smith and 
Hawken, their first major account in 1990, 
worked wi th Creekside Farms until Smith 
and Hawken went out of business in 2006. 
Recently they have branched into supplying 
businesses with wreaths and ornamentals 
to give as gifts to their important 
customers and clients. They are proud of 
the quality of their pro duct and the joy it 
brings to families during the holidays.  
Larry and Carol are still active in the 
company but with plans of retirement and 
leaving their business in the capable hands of 
their family. Allen, their oldest son, as 
General Manager oversees all aspects of the 
business. His wife, Teri, is in charge of all 
sales and quality and has taken the design 
phase of their business to new heights. 
Aaron, their second son, is in charge of 
shipping and receives all drop ship orders 
electronically each day , which are then 
shipped directly to customer's homes. Scott, 
their youngest son, is in charge of the field 
and farming division of their operation.  
Larry and Carol feel very fortunate to have a 
family business giving their children an 
opportunity to come back to the area after 
college and work with the family. Their 
oldest grandson, Branson, who is now 16, was 
the latest family member to come to work over this past summer. Eight of their 11 
grandchildren live in King City and attend schools in the Salinas Valley. Larry and Carol plan 
to maintain a thriving business for the future generations of their family and the families of 
their valued employees.  


