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Dos Gringos' Flowers- the essence of fall
At Dos Gringos, we love the fall. For us it represents the happy anticipation of the upcoming holiday
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seasons. The school year is underway ard it is a time to make all the comfort foods we so enjoy: the
baked casseroles, soups and stews, spice cakes and even Halloween cupcakes made to look like
spiders. Football season starts, harvest festivals begin, leaves are raked and, of course, Mother
Nature paints a beautiful background with the spectacle of the leaves changing on the trees. Located
in sunny, southern California, with our offices in Vista, we do not experience the fall colors to the
extent that our eastern and northern friends and neighbo rs do yet we do our best to capture those
brilliant fall colors in our bouquets and seasonal offerings. Sure....fall means all of the above to us

but it also means we are heading into a very productive, innovative and fun time both in  -house and
in the fiel ds. From September to Mother's Day it is full steam ahead and one of the things we do best
at Dos Gringos is our "fall colors.” We have 8 varieties of Sunflowers in full bloom and they look
amazing when coupled with similar fall foliage.

Jason with protective head covering - i.e. a sombrero

in a field of brown -centered Sunflowers

By the way....here's a brief history of Dos Gringos. We take newly hired teammates on a "magical
mystery tour" which starts at our first location - a shack on Ponto Street, in Carlsbad, near the
ocean. It's still there but thankfully we are not. In 2004 we moved to our present location (designed
specifically for our needs) at 3260 Corporate View Drive in Vista. Our facility is 60,000 square feet -
40,000 of which are under refrigeration. During peak times we can produce 6,000 hand -made
bouquets an hour and we were thrilled to break our last year's record by producing 1,000,000
bouquets in the two weeks before Mother's Day this year. Not bad for 167 team members. We are
proud of our teammates and our facility and give humerous tours each mo nth. If you'd like to see
what we do here please contact us.

In North America fall is usually considered to start with the September equinox. To us it also
represents the start of our second annual "pack trials" which were such a success last year that we
have expanded them to two full weeks this year. We conduct the pack trials at our 4 acre Gringo
Farms location on which we are growing some experimental as well as some traditional flowers,
foliage and even some agave plants!




Teammates with some of our Fall Bouquets
Our Sunflowers also love this time of year and are at their best. Clients, customers and guests will
view eye-catching fields of Sunbeam, Sunsplash, Mahogany, LemonAurora - just to name a few - in
full bloom. Our master grower, Todd Thornton will conduct a brief discussion about our planning and
planting and answer questions from all. Perhaps next year we will be able to offer two new varieties
which are currently in  the ground and will be exclusive to Dos Gringos. We can hardly wait for both
White and Natural Red Sunflowers to be available for commercial release. Stayed tuned for the
latest news on those two varieties.
It is so interesting to watch our fields go.... ........

From




Sunflowers are our "signature flower" and on average we cut 125,000 stems a day but fall affords us
the opportunity to offer some funky, fun things too. Did you know the Pumpkin Tree stems pictured
here in our half pallet shipper originated in Africa and are part of the eggplant family? They begin
their life in greenhouses in earl y March, are moved into the fields in April and May and they are
ready for a fall table scapes from September to November.

This picture below combines our Pumpkin Trees with black, dyed cattails in a skeleton sleeve for a
scary good Halloween bouquet.

Our four- colored Ornamental Peppers are a festive fall
addition to

any decorating theme. There are only a few places in the
United

States when these can be grown as perennials and a prime
location

is right here in Southern California. Pepperfruits are usually
considered to be vegetables but, botanically speaking, these




are
actually berries. Like the Pumpkin Tree these are hardy and long lasting.
In closing, I'd like to wish you all a healthy and prosperous fall. Perhaps Archie Manning (football
player and father of Peyton and Eli Manning) said it best..."deep inside, we're still the boys of
autumn, that magic time of the year that once swept us 0 nto America's fields. " | know he is referring
to football fields, but what the heck, the quote could mean flower fields too!

'.‘ N

Fall bouquet with Pumpkin Tree stems
For more information please visit
www.dosgringos.com

Transportation Corner
By Chris Johnson- Director of Transportation, NORCAL

e In OnTrac news, OnTrac now services Colorado adding Denver and many of
the surrounding cities and towns to their delivery areas. Please note, t his
service is 2 DAY service from California. CLICK HERfor the official OnTrac
Flyer on Colorado. OnTrac added Colorado with no change to our heavily
discounted member rates. Shippers can verify if a particular area is eligible
for this new service by utilizing the ZIP TOOL on OnTrac's website at
www.ontrac.com_or by calling OnTrac at 800 -334-5000. Keep in mind OnTrac
also services Arizona, Nevada, Washington, Utah and Oregon. For complete
program details, please cont act me for more information.

e In FedEx news, for those members that have a need to move palletized
freight that is over 150 pounds, NORCAL has access to specialized account
specific FedEx Freight rates that are very competitive. Whether it needs to
move across the country in 1 day or the standard LTL 5 days, FedEx has a
solution for all your freight needs. Look for more details coming soon in the
NORCAL News.

e In Airline news, we want to remind members that Alaska Air Cargo is
currently running a special promotional rate from major airports in California
(LAX, SFO, SJC, ONT and SAN) to Portland (PDX) and Seattle (SEA). These
special Priority rates are extremely competitive and their service is
excellent. For complete de tails, please contact me anytime at



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sckwpoeab&et=1107718447103&s=0&e=001h8r07BxajIR_B6Y51I502yyFtVXBTqoSTw9c6L4FwI2Ie8w_lKvJXsZhhNqQ2sPdUa-mFWiX2YfY5Z8WgBroUiwQMJU7GnH3_DER4s5M-GC9mbiPb8LOEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sckwpoeab&et=1107718447103&s=0&e=001h8r07BxajIR_B6Y51I502yyFtVXBTqoSTw9c6L4FwI2Ie8w_lKvJXsZhhNqQ2sPdUa-mFWiX2YctsobF-woRQWuZrvhOlbbzjZcC-lZTnROf-adB3XgyADPJY8o7HfaWqZCIG6wflW8l3-0Wjvb1-Tus782n7HZ_aSHgVUZO47Ji_LD0ogfNitmDkjPpKdeW9gImLUZZ6qw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sckwpoeab&et=1107718447103&s=0&e=001h8r07BxajIR_B6Y51I502yyFtVXBTqoSTw9c6L4FwI2Ie8w_lKvJXsZhhNqQ2sPdUa-mFWiX2YfY5Z8WgBroUpbXSgiVaxkc7m8iJvINJYgqKZ51b-gebQ==

chris@cafgs.org. Thank you

e Also, as an ongoing weekly reminder, members are required to keep your
account in good standing if you want to participate in our discounted rate
program. Members who fall behind or are "cash listed" by FedEx, for any
reason, are subject to being removed from our account. Our discounted rates
are contingent upon our account, as a whole, staying in good standing with
FedEx regarding receivables. We all need to do our part in maintaining good
individual account maintenance. Please note that FedEx does offer a variety
of tools designed to help customers manage receivables. If you have
guestions regarding our FedEx program, and or its policies, please contact me
for more details. Thanks.

e For more information or if you need any assistance, please feel free to
contact me anytime at:

Chris Johnson
Director of Transportation - NORCAL
760-533-5580 - phone
760-692-9914 - fax
chris@cafgs.org

Industry News

Mt.
Eden ¥ Floral
Company

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
SEPTEMBER 21, SAN JOSE, CA
Initiating Change: Mt. Eden Floral Company Gets New Digs
After 56 years in Mountain View, Mt. Eden Floral Company's headquarters and main
distribution center is relocatin g. The new facility is located down the road at 2124
Bering Drive, San Jose, and will open on October 10, 2011. It is conveniently situated
just off highways 880, 101, and the Central and Montague Expressways in North San
Jose. Customers will find the same product quality and selection at the San Jose store
as in Mountain View. The new layout brings the fresh flower and supply departments
together under one roof, creating a comfortable and seamless experience for
customers.
What is it like to move after 56 years? For starters, there are a lot of things to move. In
addition to the supply inventory, over half a century in the same building contributed
to a collection of interesting items, including a 40's vintage telephone switch -board
and punch cards from Mt Eden's original computer system. The company's biggest



mailto:chris@cafgs.org

challenge will be the sheer quantity of items and fixtures to be moved and set up in
time to open the following week. Nevertheless, the company is energized by the
changes in progress.

An overview of Mt. Eden's history shows that a hallmark of the company has been its
ability to adjust as the industry has changed. Founded by a Japanese immigrant
named Zenjuro Shibata in 1906, the company gained momentum as it was nurtured
by his son, Yoshimi "Shimi" Shibata. In the early days, Shimi helped to increase
production of the roses grown in his family's green houses. Through perseverance,
ingenuity, and a strategic eleventh-hour decision before the family was interned, the
company survived discrimination, the Great Depression, and the internment of
Japanese Americans during WWII. Eventually, the company diversified its

production and merchandise.

Today, the Mt. Eden group of companies imports and wholesales all types of fresh
flowers and floral supplies to the floral industry supply chain. The new facility will
enhance the company's ability to offer top quality fresh flowers and supplies to the
entire Northern California market. Mt. Eden's ability to recognize and adapt to

change has enabled the company to havea role in the industry today. The challenge
throughout the times of change has been to identify where the industry is going, and
find a way to remain important to the supply chain while making a profit.

Why, in the midst of tough economic times, is the Mt . Eden group of companies
initiating change once again? They are investing for the long term. When asked what
is next for the company after 105 years, President Rob Shibata, the founder's
grandson, says with a laugh, "To make it to 106 years. The flower industry has
changed from the time | entered it, and it is continuing to change. We are making this
move as part of our strategic plan for the company to have a place in the industry
beyond my career."

Shibata notes, however, that some things will not change. "We still believe this
business is all about people doing business with other people. Our core values are still
to be fair and honest with our employees, vendors, and customers. That is what the
company was built on and we believe that there is a place for us to continue to
conduct our business in that way in the future."

With that in mind, the company looks forward to ushering in the 2011/2012 Holiday
Season from its new San Jose location. The new store will be open on October 10, 201
with grand openin g festivities planned for October 27, 2011. Those interested in more
information can follow the progress and view updates on store hours during the

move on Mt. Eden's Facebook page.

If you would like more info about this topic, please email info@mteden.com or call
Joylani Shibata at 510816-0447.




California Crop Update - Flower Specials from NORCAL
Members

This new section of the NORCAL News is dedicated to our members. Our idea here is to
provide a venue that will feature floral specials and other crop or supply information from
our membership. Members just have to let us know they have an item to list, and we will
then post them in this NORCAL News section. Please contact Chris Johnson at
chris@cafgs.org

.

Mixed fresh herb Bouquets - unique and aromatic! Includes mint, rosemary and is arranged
in a custom, kraft paper sleeve! Both from Farmers' West Flowers & Bouquets

* Sunsplash Sunflowers- an exclusive Dos Gringos variety .
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