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NORCAL Featured Member of the Week  
 
 

 
J. Fisher Farms is located on the beautiful Central Coast of California in the Lompoc Valley. 
Long valued for its mild climate and cool summer night s, Lompoc has been the base for 
flower seed growing companies for over 100 years. That same mild climate attracted Elmer 
Fisher to the area in 1970 where he established a commercial cut flower farm to supply his 
wholesale business in Los Angeles. The farm has grown many different types of outdoor 
flowers over the years and strives to introduce new items each year.  

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=sckwpoeab&v=001VK-ta8v4JpW5NXirj6pqeZvc1BL89n0-LUAggFytDBzOLHKUrZ8pKdrTnQJaUf9YFEB8eMVKk8CvgAod8Q4bxM9i0zPLNmct0cN-M8bB5a8WbFd1f6jUellsis2qsOw19ylK42M_itTy3htd_BumoDc9F22ATf_F1uu8FvBD20JK6c0bGotDPqGJTd1B9Sgj6nFjbi_AEK0behKMJcfsyse9k1OmG50FGfRGQhkGAhZ1NuwScj4CtTlaqv07a4ZZX8atYrfbF3AMEjj9I66dHZLmbbunTV9zUhRVucpJTutDBoWJIfP9sBC0WgGQA03J&id=preview


 
One of the most unique items grown are eight different varieties and colors of artichokes 
sold as single long stems or bunches of smaller mini artichokes. Another area of 
concentration is the production of over forty ornamental grasses and grains. New varieties 
are introduced each year from all over the world. Complimenting these items are a wide 
range of perennial flowers and unique seed pod producing plants.  



 
There is always something new growing at Fisher Farms. Melanie Enloe uses her 30 plus 
years of experience in the  flower industry and her constantly cheerful personality and 
unfailing enthusiasm to introduce these unique flowers to customers around the nation.  

For more information please contact us at:  

 
805-929-8439  
Melanie Enloe  

wildthyme6098@att.net  
 
 
 
 

Transportation Corner  
By Chris Johnson - Director of Transportation, NORCAL   

 With Hurricane Irene fading, transportation companies are still recovering 
from the delays and cancelations. The carriers have excellent information 
regarding service into affected areas on their websites and we encourage  
shippers to check them for the latest. In regards to FedEx, here is a few 
points to keep in mind taken off their website.  

o Due to road closures, downed power lines, power outages, and delayed 
or canceled incoming flights due to closed airports, it is likely that 
your shipment will be delayed. Our personnel are committed to 
providing the service you have come to expect, and as conditions 
improve, we expect our system to return to normal. For the latest in 
service impacts, Sales and customers should go to the "News" section 
of fedex.com  

o Shippers should call their recipients to verify they are able to accept 
shipments. If they are not able to accept shipments, customers should 

mailto:wildthyme6098@att.net


see if there is an alternate location or delivery address and redirect 
packages accordingly. Customers can also have their packages held for 
pickup at eligible FedEx locations, including FedEx Office stores, using 
our Hold at FedEx Location service.  

o Shippers can track their shipment at fedex.com or call 1.800.Go.FedEx 
for current info rmation 24/7.  

o Check the News Section at fedex.com for service disruption alerts and 
updates 

o Keep in mind the FedEx Money Back Guarantee is not in effect at this 
time.  

o Click HERE to view the latest FedEx Advisory  

 In OnTrac news, beginning September 1st, OnTrac will now service Colorado 
adding Denver and many of the surrounding cities and towns to their delivery 
areas. Please note, this service is 2 DAY service from California. OnTrac 
added Colorado with no change to  our heavily discounted member rates. 
Beginning September 1, shippers can verify if a particular area is eligible for 
this new service, shippers should utilize the ZIP TOOL on OnTrac's website at 
www.ontrac.com , Also as a reminder, OnTrac services Arizona, Nevada, 
Washington, Utah and Oregon. For complete program details, please contact 
me for more information.  

 Also, as an ongoing weekly reminder, members are required to keep your 
account in good standing if you want to participate in our discounted rate 
program. Members who fall behind or are "c ash listed" by FedEx, for any 

reason, are subject to being removed from our account. Our discounted rates 
are contingent upon our account, as a whole, staying in good standing with 
FedEx regarding receivables. We all need to do our part in maintaining good  
individual account maintenance. Please note that FedEx does offer a variety 
of tools designed to help customers manage receivables. If you have 
questions regarding our FedEx program, and or its policies, please contact me 
for more details. Thanks.  

 For more information or if you need any assistance, please feel free to 
contact me anytime at:  

Chris Johnson 
Director of Transportation - NORCAL 

760-533-5580 - phone 
760-692-9914 - fax  

chris@cafgs.org 
 
 
 
 

Industry News  
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After a brief illness and surrounded for ten days by all his children and 

grandchildren, John Van Wingerden, the last surviving brother of the "Dutch Brothers 

Nursery" passed away at age 87 at his home on Sunday, August 21, 2011. 

He was born on March 9, 1924 in Naaldwijk, the Netherlands, the third of eight 

children.  

At age 23 he started his own nursery in his home town and in 1949 he married his 

longtime sweetheart Maria. Together they lovingly raised five children.  

Although a successful grower and businessman, he had always dreamed of moving to 

the USA. So, to assure a better future for their children, the family emigrated to 

Carpinteria, California in 1967 along with John's brothers Case, Hank and Bill and his 

sister Annie and their respective spouses and children. 

John embraced his new homeland wholeheartedly. With limited English, but 

boundless energy and courage, the four brothers started "Dutch Brothers Nursery" in 

the Carpinteria Valley, producing carnations and chrysanthemums in greenhouses 

brought over from Holland. In 1976  the brothers divided the business and John 

started Maximum Nursery, eventually becoming one of the first gerbera producers in 

the US.  

Although he was a passionate grower, his first love was his wife Maria, whom he 

cherished with all his heart until she p assed away in 2007. His children could not 

have wished for a better father; he loved them, encouraged them to get the university 

education he never got, and supported them in every way, always. He instilled in 

them his sense of values, discipline and hard work, generosity and a love of life. John 

and Maria travelled the world extensively, including many trips to Holland and 



Germany, reconnecting with family and friends. Dad loved parties and on any given 

date he could find a reason to celebrate. 

Grateful fo r his success, he donated generously to charitable and civic organizations, 

including the local Girls Inc, the YMCA, Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Hospice 

Care as well as to other causes far and wide. 

John is survived by his children Els (Andy), Carla (Lesl ie), Yoze (Larry), Winfried 

(Dinah) and Eduard (Nadia); his grandchildren Sebastian, Vanessa, Naomi, Madison, 

Sofia, Eva, Florica, Claudia, Ivan and Anastasia. John was preceded in death by his 

beloved wife, Maria (2007), his brothers Case, Hank, Bill, Martien and sister Will, and 

his brother-in law Theo and is survived by his brother Piet (Leny) and his sister Annie 

and numerous in -laws, nieces and nephews. 

A Mass is scheduled at 11:00am on Friday, August 26th, at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 

1300 East Valley Road, Montecito followed by a Celebration of Life.  

Remembrances may be made to Girls Inc, ........................with "John & Maria Van 

Wingerden Scholarship" on the memo line.  

The family would like to thank the staff of the Visiting Nurse & Hospice Care o f Santa 

Barbara for their assistance during the last ten days of Dad's life. We could not have 

done this without them.  

In Other Industry News...  
SENATOR DIANNE FEINSTEIN ADDRESSES KEY WATER ISSUES, EXPRESSES 

SUPPORT FOR DELTA FIX AT ORANGE COUNTY EVENT 

Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) reaffirmed her support for a timely and 

comprehensive Delta fix Thursday morning at an event in Orange County hosted by 

the Orange County Water District. During her speech, she emphasized the 

importance of the West Coast's largest estuary and water supply hub, saying that the 

"Delta is core." The senator also stressed the need to construct a new Delta 

conveyance system as part of the overall fix, pointing out that "conveyance has to be 

built." In addition, she asserted that we must "find a way to provide certainty" in our 

water supplies.  

Southern California Water Committee Board of Trustees Chair Charles Wilson issued 

the following statement in reaction to Senator Feinstein's comments: 

"Our organization is pleased t o hear Senator Feinstein speak with such strength and 

urgency about the need to move forward with a long -term fix for the Delta that 

includes the important component of Delta conveyance. There is no water challenge 

more crucial for the health of our state than repairing the Delta, and the kind of 

willingness to engage that Senator Feinstein has shown is exactly what we need from 

our state and federal leaders at this time." 

Charles Wilson 



Board of Trustees Chair 

Southern California Water Committee  
 
 
 
 

California Crop Update - Flower Specials from NORCAL 
Members 
This new section of the NORCAL News is dedicated to our members. Our idea here is to 
provide a venue that will feature floral specials and other crop or supply information from 
our membership. Members just have to let us know they have an item to list, and we will 
then post them in this NORCAL News section. Please contact Chris Johnson at 
chris@cafgs.org 

 
* Sunsplash Sunflowers - an exclusive Dos Gringos variety . 

 
* Sun Valley Iris - Guaranteed to open and perform.  
* Sun Valley  White Orientals - Paper white and long lasting.  
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