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NORCAL Featured Member of the Week 

 
Things sure were exciting in California back in the Roaring '20's. Jazz music...art deco...new 
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energy...and a feeling of unlimited possibilities. It's no wonder Giovanni Mellano decided to 

leave his native Italy and come to Los Angeles in search of the American dream! 

 
Back in 1925 Giovanni started out as a wholesale flower distributor, but it wasn't long before 

the farmer in him longed to be reconnected with the land. After a while Giovanni was able to 

purchase six acres and begin growing his own flowers. Since then, Mellano & Company has 

grown and grown and grown.  



 
Today the third generation of Mellanos is still holding true to Giovanni's vision of being your 

destination for fine, fresh flowers and foliage. To make this happen our Southern California 

farm now includes more than 400 acres, and we've also partnered up with hand-selected 

flower growers around the world. Whether selling direct to the wholesale market or to 

retailers through our own three wholesale locations, our goal is always to bring you 

uncommon value and 

beauty, one bunch or 

bouquet at a time. 

 
 

The Mellano Advantage 

No matter the season, 

we're always busy 

growing and sourcing the 

high quality flowers and 

greens you depend on, 

doing everything we can 

to help you make your 

customers happy. We 

offer: 

Á Quality - Starting 

with the highest 

quality seeds and 



bulbs, and continuing through the entire growing, harvesting and handling process. Your 

products will be babied from the moment we pick 'em until the moment we deliver 'em to 

you! We're proud to bring you the highest grading standards, most stringent quality 

controls and complete cold chain compliance. 

Á Variety - Lots of different kinds of flowers and greens, in lots of sizes and colors, often 

readily available when they're in short supply elsewhere. 

Á Reliability - Consistently accurate, on-time deliveries of simply gorgeous, long-lasting 

bunches and stems.  

Á Innovation - We are farmers that understand the challenges of the wholesale market and 

work hard to come up with better solutions for the issues you face. 

Á Eco-Friendliness - To take care of you we must first take care of Mother Earth. So we 

run our tractors on used vegetable oil biodiesel, and each year we mulch giant heaps of 

materials that don't meet our quality standards, save thousands of gallons of water, and 

recycle over 175 tons of boxes and plastic.  

 
Come By and See Us 

Mellano and Company's San Luis Rey farm will be featured on the Fun 'N Sun Weekend®, 

Grower Tour on July 21st. Come on out and get a "behind the scenes" look at how the 

California sunshine and our cool coastal climate combine to create the lush flowers and 

greens your customers demand. 

www.mellano.com 
sales@mellano.com 

800-635-5266 
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Transportation Corner  
By Chris Johnson - Director of Transportation, NORCAL   

 Regarding Memorial Day Schedules, most all carriers are closed for the 
holiday. I sent out holiday schedules from a few of our trucking partners, but 
it's a good idea to  check carrier websites for more details and the latest 
information. Regarding FedEx and OnTrac, shippers should note that 
shipments sent on Friday, May 27th will be delivered Tuesday, May 31st 
unless Saturday delivery is indicated on the waybill.  

 In other OnTrac news, we have a new Special Accounts Group representative 
(SAG) for NORCAL. Her name is Keegan Mack. Keegan is replacing Stacie 
Barbre and can be reached at 800-334-5000 x 4548 and is available from 
8:30am to 5pm Monday-Friday. Keegan can help members with tracking and 
tracing, problem shipments as well as other general information regarding 
OnTrac. Keegan is a valuable resource, and we ask members to take 
advantage and utilize these special representatives OnTrac has offered us.  

 Also, as an ongoing weekly reminder, members are required to keep your 
account in good standing if you want to participate in our discounted rate 

program. Members who fall behind or are "cash listed" by FedEx, for any 
reason, are subject to being removed from our accoun t. Our discounted rates 
are contingent upon our account, as a whole, staying in good standing with 
FedEx regarding receivables. We all need to do our part in maintaining good 
individual account maintenance. Please note that FedEx does offer a variety 
of to ols designed to help customers manage receivables. If you have 
questions regarding our FedEx program, and or its policies, please contact me 
for more details. Thanks.  

 For more information or if you need any assistance, please feel free to 
contact me anyti me at:  

Chris Johnson 
Director of Transportation - NORCAL 

760-533-5580 - phone 
760-692-9914 - fax  

chris@cafgs.org 
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REGISTER NOW 
Fun 'N Sun Weekend®, "California Floral Convention"  

July 20 -23  
Carlsbad, CA 

Come and celebrate "70 Years of California Growth" with us. As the premier floral convention 

in California, Fun 'N Sun Weekend® provides a unique opportunity to gain new insights and 

mailto:chris@cafgs.org


develop and re-establish lasting relationships. 
This year we have an exciting venue with three educational seminars, grower tour, "A Gatsby 

Wedding", Program put on by California State Floral Association and a golf tournament at 

Morgan Run Club & Resort.  
The popular Flower Fair will start with a Pre-Show cocktail reception on Thursday evening.  
FedEx would like to invite all NORCAL conference attendees and their families to come see an 

authentic Joe Gibbs Racing#11 FedEx Toyota Camry! A photographer will be onsite to provide 

keepsake photographs. Joe Gibbs Racing Team employees will be on site to answer fan 

questions about Joe Gibbs Racing, the #11 car and the details of FedEx's Sprint Cup team such 

as specifications, car history and more! Authentic FedEx Racing Merchandise will be available 

for purchase and members of your excellent FedEx Sales team will be on site to hand out gifts 

and prizes to lucky attendees. The Flower Fair will re-open again Friday from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m.  

Start making your plans today to attend this special event. California flowers offer 

unparalleled freshness, quality and variety. Help support the industry by strengthening your 

customer relationships and the economy. The Fun 'N Sun Weekend 
California Floral Convention only happens every other year, so do not let it pass you by!  
If you would like a registration packet mailed, or a registration form faxed or 

emailed to you please contact our office at (831) 479 -4912.  

Click Here to view the Color Brochure 

 

We are currently running a buy 3 get 1 free room special: 
Purchase 3 room nights at La Costa for the dates of July 20-23, and your 4th night 

will be FREE , compliments of NORCAL.  

http://library.constantcontact.com/doc209/1104292816978/doc/11cEi1mk67alf6sj.pdf


 Reservations need to be made no later than May 20th and you must be a registered Fun 

'N Sun Weekend® attendee to receive your free room night.  

Convention Room Rate Special: 

$199.00 per night   
Click here to download the La Costa Resort & Spa Room Reservation Form. 
La Costa Resort & Spa 
2100 Costa Del Mar Road 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 
Reservation Line: (800) 854-5000 
Reservation Fax: (760) 931-7569 
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Booth Registration is Underway  
for  

Fun 'N Sun Weekend®,  
"California Floral Convention"  

July 20 -23  
Carlsbad, CA 

It is that time of the year again to register your company to be part of the Flower Fair 

at the Fun 'N Sun Weekend® / California Floral Convention. You will definitely not 

want to miss this Convention, which will include top notch educational seminars, and  

a golf tournament at Morgan Run Resort and Club.  

This year the Convention will feature a Flower Fair Pre -Show Cocktail Hour on 

Thursday evening, July 21st from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. This will give your company 

more exposure & time to network and interac t with new and existing customers. 

Please note: booths cannot be manned. This is a No-Host Flower Exhibit event. After the Pre-

Show, be ready to enjoy an evening of food and entertainment at the Fun 'N Sun 

Weekend® Sports Zone Party. The Flower Fair will r e-open again, Friday, July 22nd 

from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  

Members can reserve an 8' X 10' or 8' X 20' booth space this year. Triple booths will be 

offered only if we have extra space to fill once all members have had an opportunity 

http://www.cafgs.org/Documents/HotelRegistrationForm.pdf


to purchase a booth. This year booth fees will be $950 for a single and $1,600 for a 

double. A refundable deposit of $200 is required to reserve your booth space.  

Attached to this letter is the order of precedence, procedures for the booth selection 

and the booth request form. Booths will be assigned after all members have the 

opportunity to request a booth. We want to assign booths quickly in order to give 

members enough time to market their booth space.  

The Association is also proud to announce that a donation program fo r flowers that 

will be used in the displays at the Flower Fair and throughout the convention will be 

going to Pedals for Patriots. Do not miss out on this exciting event. Promote your 

company by exhibiting at the Fun N Sun Weekend®/ California Floral Conve ntion 

Flower Fair.  

To register for a booth or for more information please contact Chris 
Johnson at (760) 533 -5580  or by email at chris@cafgs.org 
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California Crop Update - Flower Specials from NORCAL 
Members 
This new section of the NORCAL News is dedicated to our members. Our idea here is to 
provide a venue that will feature floral specials and other crop or supply information from 
our membership. Members just have to let us know they have an item to list, and we will 
then post them in this NORCAL News section. Please contact Chris Johnson at 
chris@cafgs.org 

 
* Sunsplash Sunflowers - an exclusive Dos Gringos variety . 
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