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NORCAL Featured Member of the Week  

 
McGregor Plant Sales, our featured member, is an international young plant broker headquartered in 
Carlsbad, California. With direct ties to high qu ality, cost effective offshore production as well as 
strong relationships with breeders around the world, McGregor Plant Sales is uniquely positioned to 
move products to the market quickly. They have the ability to custom produce young plants - 
especially unrooted cuttings - very efficiently for their customers.  
McGregor is often approached by customers who have an opportunity with exclusive genetics, but 
need a dependable, inexpensive young plant source. Because they have spent the last twenty -six 
years building up their supply sources on continents all over the world, they often can match the 
customer's opportunity with the perfect production facility for their project. By considering climate, 
logistics, production costs and structures at partner farms, t hey can find the best match for the 
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crop.  

 
Back Row: Michael, Nick, Pam, Menachem, Ken, Linda, Cathy and Veronica 

Front Row: Matea, Angela and Christy 
McGregor's strength has always been their ability to transform the supply chain in ways that bring 
strong value to their customers. They were the first company to break the mold on starter plants for 
perennials. By bringing in large volumes of unrooted cuttings of these increasingly popular plants 
they helped to move this entire class of plants more solidly into the mainstream. They remain a 
leader in the supply of unrooted annual and perennial cuttings.  



 
Rooted Clematis Crowns Grass divisions 

Current projects include bare root Clematis crowns to eliminate the difficult rooting process for 
growers, bare root divisions of sedges from Europe's highest volume supplier, and tissue culture 
starts of Hosta, Cordyline , and perennials from dependable labs in Asia and Europe. McGregor is 
dedicated to continual product development to maintain a steady supply of margin rich options for 
their customers.  

For more information please visit:  
www.mcgregorplantsales.com  

Cathy Ellis - cellis@mcgregorps.com 
714-745-5098 

 
 
 
 
 

Transportation News  
By Chris Johnson - Director of Transportation, NORCAL   

 In FedEx news, we want to remind members to beware of fraudulent emails 
by scam artists looking to steal your personal information. There have been 
reports of members receiving predatory emails from bogus FedEx sites. 
Beware of any email, from any company for that matter, asking for your 
username and password. For more information from FedEx on this issue, 

please click the following link. http://www.fedex.com/us/security/prevent -
fraud/index.html  

 In Airline News, Delta Cargo has made a slight change to their rate page on 
their very popular new Promotional Rates. Delta has changed the "product 
code" to reflect Fresh vs. Standard. This new "Fresh" product designator will 
help booking agents and operational crew s better understand the perishable 
nature of the product shipped. Rates and Tariff Code SCR 0600 are 
UNCHANGED but we recommend replacing the older version with this new 
rate sheet. Click HERE for the new revised copy. If you have any questions, 
please contact me anytime.  
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 In FedEx news, for those members that have a need to move palletized 
freight that is over 150 pounds, NORCAL has access to specialized account 
specific FedEx Freight rates  that are very competiti ve. Whether it needs to 
move across the country in 1 day or the standard LTL 5 days, FedEx has a 
solution for all your freight needs. Look for more details please contact Rick 
Perkowski at rjperkowsk i@fedex.com. 

 Also, as an ongoing weekly reminder, members are required to keep your 
account in good standing if you want to participate in our discounted rate 
program. Members who fall behind or are "cash listed" by FedEx, for any 
reason, are subject to be ing removed from our account. Our discounted rates 
are contingent upon our account, as a whole, staying in good standing with 
FedEx regarding receivables. We all need to do our part in maintaining good 

individual account maintenance. Please note that FedEx  does offer a variety 
of tools designed to help customers manage receivables. If you have 
questions regarding our FedEx program, or its policies, please contact FedEx 
Revenue Services at 800-622-1147 for more details. Thanks.  

 For more information or if yo u need any assistance, please feel free to 
contact me anytime at:  

Chris Johnson 
Director of Transportation - NORCAL 

760-533-5580 - phone 
760-692-9914 - fax  

chris@cafgs.org 
 
 
 
 

Industry News  
Dear Members, 

We would like to share with you some important industry related news 

developments. The following information was put out by The Society of American 

Florists, (SAF) Government Relations Committee. 

Congress Passes Trade Pacts  

Congress approved the long-stalled free trade agreements (FTA) with Colombia, South Korea 

and Panama in a late evening vote Oct. 12, and President Barack Obama is expected to quickly 

sign them into law. 

The House voted 262 to 167 on the FTA with Colombia, and the Senate followed with a vote of 

66 to 33. 

Final approval of the trade measure with Colombia allows flowers exported to the United 

States from Colombia to enter duty-free. 

 

The FTA included a retroactive extension of the Andean Trade Preference and Drug 

Eradication Act (ATPDEA) along with a mechanism for importers to apply for refunds of the 

duties paid since Feb. 12, 2011. Those two provisions will go into effect 15 days after Obama 

mailto:rjperkowski@fedex.com
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signs the legislation enacting the FTA. 

 

The FTA itself does not go into effect until the president signs the legislation and then certifies 

that Colombia is in compliance with the terms of the agreement. Under the terms of the FTA, 

certification can happen no sooner than January 1, 2012. 
 
 
 
 

California Crop Update - Flower Specials from NORCAL 
Members 
This new section of the NORCAL News is dedicated to our members. Our idea here is to 
provide a venue that will feature floral specials and other crop or supply information from 
our membership. Members just have to let us know they have an item to list, and we will 
then post them in this NORCAL News section. Please contact Chris Johnson at 
chris@cafgs.org 

 
* Potted Cymbidium Plants now available in both 6" and 8". Puffy to Half Open Stage, Color 
Mix 60% Yellow, Mini Plants only (Standards come a little later). Contact Gallup and 
Stribling Orchids  
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* Mixed fresh herb Bouquets - unique and aromatic! Includes mint, rosemary and is arranged 
in a custom, kraft paper sleeve! Both from Farmers' West Flowers & Bouquets  

 
* The Fall Season just isn't the Fall Season without Dos Gringos Pumpkin Tree 


