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NORCALFeatured Member of the Week

Plug Connection

Plug Connection is one of the largest young plant producers in the country with thirteen acres

nestled in sunny Vista, CA. Founded in 1987, Plug Comection quickly became a key industry supplier
of seeded plugs and rooted cuttings of both perennials and annuals, delivering young plants to
professional growers nationwide. Tim Wada, President, is proud to lead a team committed to
excellence in quality, service, and environmental ethics.

Interlinked with the most forward -thinking breeders around the world, Plug Connection strives to
bring new genetics, impressive varieties, and turn up the volume on the classics. Plug Connection
produces a complete line of young plants including annual and perennial seed plugs, certified organic
vegetables and herbs plugs under Organiks® label, the new Mighty ‘Mato grafted tomatoes, and
Tomaccio sweet raisin tomatoes, premium vegetative annuals, perennials, and shrubs, Te ssera
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succulents and ornamental grasses including bamboo liners from tissue culture.

Proudly USDA Certified Organic, Plug Connection decided to proactively grow their herb and
vegetable young plants organically to both encourage and help growers develop o rganic programs for
retail garden centers. Plug Connection founded the Organiks® brand to give retailers a marketing
solution for this fast growing market. www.organikplants.com

A
New for spring 2012 is their SuperNaturals Mighty 'Mato. These fifteen varieties of tomatoes are
grafted onto vi gorous and disease resistant rootstock for super-abundant harvests. Mighty 'Mato
grafted tomatoes are resistant to disease, have greater tolerance to environmental stresses of
extreme temperatures or poor soils, are more vigorous and produce a more abundan t harvest over a
longer period of time. See comparison photo below with Mighty ‘Mato on the left and non -grafted
tomato on the right.
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Shipping matters and Plug Connection ships on custombuilt, environmentally friendly  shipping
containers that break down easily to reduce time customers spend receiving, taking inventory and
unloading their orders. The shelving is made from 100% recycled plastic, which growers can choose
to reuse or recycle.

Customer service and support are two imp ortant components of Plug Connection. Just as they have
expert horticulturists to ensure the quality of our plants, they also have an experienced customer




service and sales team to provide assistance, answers, and offer suggestions that help make doing
business a great experience. And if you haven't met him yet, Plug Connection's Chief Morale Builder,
Buddy, is the youngest contributor to the Plug Connection team. Packing a punch at 33 pounds, this
loveable four -year-old French bulldog loves the beach, chasing tennis balls, and showing other
animals on the TV screen who's boss. Follow him on twitter @groworganiks.

S s .__ ./
Plan your visit to Plug Connection. Plug Connection is a key stop in the California Spring Trials, March
24-30, 2012, a statewide showcase of new varieties on display at twenty locations along the
California coast hosting growers, retailers, brokers and media.




As the last true pack trial, Plug Connection continues to present comparison trials for  growers to
effectively evaluate plant performance under a set of controlled conditions. In addition to
showcasing their latest programs, their co -hosts include Benary, Suntory and PAC all at one
convenient location. To register for Pack Trials or visit at  another time, please email
nicole@plugconnection.com

Check out the Plug Connection online at www.plugconnection.com to see what's new and view our
live availability.

Phone: (760) 631 -0992 x126
Website: www.plugconnection.com

Plug Connection
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Transportation Corner
By Chris Johnson- Director of Transportation, NORCAL

|l

In OnTrac news, beginning last week, OnTrac now services Colorado adding
Denver and many of the surrounding cities and towns to their delivery areas.
Please note, this service is 2 DAY service from California. OnTrac added
Colorado with no change to our heavily discounted member rates. Shippers
can verify if a particular area is eligible for this new service by utilizing the
ZIP TOOL on OnTrac's website atwww.ontrac.com , Also as a reminder,
OnTrac services Arizona, Nevada, Washington, Utah and Oregon. For
complete program details, please contact me for more information.

In other OnTrac news, members are reminded that we have a special OnTrac
Special Accounts Representative that can help out with a wide variety of
shipping requests such as tracking, tracing, book ing, delivery and other
issues. Our SAG rep is Heather French, and she can be reached at
hfrench@ontrac.com or 800-334-5000 x 4443. For program and pricing
information, please contact Chris Johnson at 7 60-533-5580 or
chris@cafgs.org

Also, as an ongoing weekly reminder, members are required to keep your
account in good standing if you want to participate in our discounted rate
program. Members who fall b ehind or are "cash listed" by FedEXx, for any
reason, are subject to being removed from our account. Our discounted rates
are contingent upon our account, as a whole, staying in good standing with
FedEx regarding receivables. We all need to do our part in m aintaining good
individual account maintenance. Please note that FedEx does offer a variety
of tools designed to help customers manage receivables. If you have
guestions regarding our FedEx program, and or its policies, please contact me
for more details. Thanks.

For more information or if you need any assistance, please feel free to
contact me anytime at:

Chris Johnson
Director of Transportation - NORCAL
760-533-5580 - phone
760-692-9914 - fax
chris@cafgs.org

Industry News

In Other Industry News...

California Crop Update - Flower Specials from NORCAL
Members

This new section of the NORCAL News is dedicated to our members. Our idea here is to
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provide a venue that will feature floral specials and other crop or supply information from
our membership. Members just have to let us know they have an item to list, and we will
then post them in this NORCAL News section. Please contact Chris Johnson at

chris@cafgs.org

Mixed fresh herb Bouquets - unique and aromatic! Includes mint, rosemary and is arranged
in a custom, kraft paper sleeve! Both from Farmers' West Flowers & Bouquets

* Sunsplash Sunflowers- an exclusive Dos Gringos variety .
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